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Contact us via our website 
Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  

≈ 
Like us on Facebook 

Philadelphia Girls Rowing Club 
 
 

 
Next Members’ Meeting 

May 7, 2015 
7:00 PM at PGRC  

 
 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing 
Club 

#14 Boathouse Row 
Kelly Drive 

Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

You Shored Her Up! 

Congratulations, PGRC members! Because 
of you, the first phase of our Preservation 
Project is complete. We have successfully 
stabilized the house's foundation, upgraded 
the boat bays and leveled the front room 
upstairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cannot thank you enough for your kind 
support and your financial generosity. With 
almost seventy percent of our membership 
contributing, we achieved our construction 
cost goal of  $300K. For years, we planned 
how best to preserve our House; we planned 
how to manage such a project and solicit the 
necessary funds to make it all happen.        

We made sound investments in important 
feasibility and engineering studies. 
Then, when some thought our preservation 
plans would remain just a dream .... our 
unified team effort all came together. In 
November 2014, the Haverstick-Borthwick 
construction group began the renovation task. 
Haverstick completed the job as planned - 
without a hitch - this March 2015. The PGRC 
Facebook page provides an incredible photo 
documentation of this enormous task.  

The Boathouse has a new mat/anchor slab 
and the foundation is secure for generations to 
come.  

New boat bay waiting for our boats 

A level and spacious front room 
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PGRC Pitch Meter 
You Shored Her Up! (cont.) 
Text by Ann O’Keefe Photos by Dori Bova 

Start with 16 trucks 
and 150 yards of 
concrete, for a new 
reinforced 
foundation.  

 

 Then we shored the building up from the new slab to 
level the first floor. Below,with detail. 
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Our members will enjoy upgraded boat 
bays, with new boat racks and bright 
new lighting. Our upstairs front room 
also received a slight facelift, with a 
leveled floor and windowsills, as a 
result of the basement repair. 

Now, it's time to make merry! We are 
planning a celebration for friends and 
family, so that everyone will see our 
construction achievement at the 
boathouse. This will provide a great 
way to kickoff Phase Two of our 
renovation project, focusing on the 
exterior of the boathouse.  

Again, our thanks to each and every 
one of you! PGRC has demonstrated 
that we are committed to our house's 
preservation, and we remain a Leader 
on the Row! 

 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

You Shored Her Up! (cont.) 

Restored supporting columns with new footings Laser light to guide jacks for leveling 

Sistered joists and leveled windowsills  
in the front room 
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Material From:  
Dori Bova   Ann Northrup 
Ann O’Keefe 

The boathouse is ready for spring! There was 
much fun and satisfaction at the April Clean-
up Fest. Everyone enjoyed working hard in 
the sunshine, relaxing and eating pizza on the 
deck and admiring our clean and spruced-up 
space, in the boat bays, the upstairs and now 
the outdoor space. The Agnes Irwin Girls 
enjoyed their races on this lovely, relatively 
calm and un-windy day, and several of us got 
out on the water too. 

Thanks especially to Davy Harwi and 
Rosemarie D’Alba, who planned the event 
and made it happen. Thanks also to Sophie 
Socha, Jean Yudin, Ronni Sanchez, Ann 
Northrup, Myra Einstein, Marilyn Storck, 
Andrea Duszenczuk, Michelle Baymore, 
Linda Schade, Joanne Timmons, Bill 
Bowen and Blake Adams for all their hard 
work. Thanks also to Joseph Krajewski, at 
Sedgeley, who lent us a leaf blower, and to 
anyone who came but neglected to sign the 
list. 

First and foremost, we cleaned up the yard, 
removing an enormous pile of debris that 
filled 15 bags with oak leaves and various tree 
branches. We raked out the flower beds to 
reveal the soft heads of new daffodils and iris, 
and edged the beds, planting petunias, 
pansies, begonias, hyacinth and alyssum. And 
we restored the lawn, re-planting the grass 
that was turned to mud by the big trucks in 
our yard this winter. The seeds are mulched 
with a cover of salt hay that will retain 
moisture and keep the seeds from washing 
away. Come see – and row! 

 

 

Heroic Davy surrounded by giant bags of debris 

Spring Clean-up 
Text by Ann Northrup 

Construction costs: 
 
Haverstick –Borthwick       $298,870 
  Change orders   $39,154 
Keast and Hood        $740 
Architects      $2,400 
Linda Schade Engineering  
 donated  services    ($3,675)  

TOTAL            $341,264 


