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Phase 1 of the Preservation Project is Underway 

The PGRC Board, Preservation Committee 
and Building Committee are pleased to 
announce that Phase 1 of PGRC’s 
preservation plan will begin this November.  
This constitutes the first part of our 
comprehensive Master Plan. The structure 
must be stabilized before any other 
architectural renovation work takes place. 
The proposed structural stabilization includes 
a two-foot thick concrete mat slab (anchor 
slab) with steel beams and reinforcing steel 
rods for strength.  
This design anticipates a flood control system 
first entertained by the Building Committee 
in 2009.  Before flood control is possible, we 
need to be sure the structure can withstand 
the enormous hydrostatic pressures created 
by flood waters.  A steel-reinforced slab, 
locked into the foundation of the building 
using a “key way,” will interlock all the walls 
and floors so that they do not collapse under 
intense flood pressures. The Building 
Committee also plans to improve the boat 
bays during this phase by parging the walls 
and installing new boat racks and lighting.  
How will the construction affect club 
activities? Our entire fleet will go to storage 
after the Braxton Regatta. The work is 
scheduled to begin in early November. 

Thanks to Dona File’s construction contacts, 
the club has hired an outstanding owner’s 
representative, who will oversee the 
contractors’ work for a fraction of his usual 
cost. The Building Committee anticipates the 
construction to be complete by mid-February 
next year. There will be no rowing from our 
boathouse during that time, but the results 
will be more than worth the temporary 
inconvenience for our winter rowers.  
How will we pay for the work? As of August 
23, the Preservation Campaign had $118,498 
in its accounts. An additional $12,725 will 
come in by the end of 2014. The campaign 
has to date received generous donations 
totaling $850 in honor of Ann O’Keefe and 
Ellen Funk’s wedding, all of which makes a 
total of $132,773. The PGRC Board has 
generously pledged $150,000 in matching 
funds for the work. With less than $18,000 
needed to complete this phase of PGRC’s 
preservation, the Board, the Preservation 
Committee and the Building Committee have 
unanimously approved beginning the 
construction this November. We are 
convinced that our extraordinary PGRC 
members can – and will –  make up the 
difference to preserve our boathouse for 
generations to come.  
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Thank you, Sophie Socha, president of 
PGRC, for all of your support and the hard 
work you personally have dedicated to the 
Bill Braxton Memorial Regatta. I love you 
and I want to be you when I grow up! 
Thanks also go to Dori Bova, Chair, and 
Lori Zimmaro, past chair of BBMR. To 
PGRC---members, members of regatta 
committees, your friends and families---
your volunteer service for the past four 
decades has been monumental. So thank 
you. Without you there is no Bill Braxton 
Memorial Regatta. Tony Coletta, thank 
you for your incredible support of the 
Braxton family, Braxton Regatta, Braxton 
Scholarship, year after year. This year’s 
scholarship committee: Essie Abrahams, 
Faith Goldstein, Liz Bergen, Andy Levin, 
Jean Yudin. Thank you for the debate and 
perspective you bring to the selection 
process. And thank you for letting me put 
in my same two cents over and over again. 
We are awarding two scholarships this 
year: The Bill and Theresa Braxton 
Scholarship, named to honor my dad and 
mom, and The Bill Braxton Memorial 
Scholarship, named to honor my brother, 
Billy, who first rowed for Devon Prep and 
then Marietta College in Ohio. 
These scholarships have been awarded to 
two high school seniors who each exude a 
love of and commitment to the sport of 
rowing. Both said they have learned much 
from rowing-leadership, time management, 
motivation-things I am still attempting to 
apply to my life…so congratulations, 
gentlemen. You are light years ahead of 
me! 

You both spoke of people who made 
positive impressions on your life, among 

2014 Braxton Scholarship Awards  
presentation by Cine Braxton 

them, your mom, your dad, coaches, 
teammates. Hopefully what you can take away 
from this is to never pass up the opportunity to 
make a positive impact on another’s life. No 
kind gesture is ever too small. A smile, a hug, a 
pat on the back. These cost nothing to give. 
Even the little things add up over time. 
 

Nick Ruggiero rowed four years at Haddonfield 
Memorial High School. Nick is a member of 
the National Honor Society and is an Eagle 
Scout. Nick mentioned that his dad rows 
Masters on the Cooper River and that his 
younger brother will row high school, as well. 
What stood out to me during Nick’s scholarship 
interview was the importance he places on his 
loyalty to others and showing others that he can 
be trusted. I really feel that these are two very 
honorable goals in life. In anyone’s life. So, 
ladies and gentlemen, let’s take a lesson from 
Nick. He wrote in his scholarship essay that 
rowing taught him to win gracefully and lose 
with dignity. Great writing skills, Nick! 
Nick will be attending and rowing with the 
University of Delaware in the fall. Nick is this 
year’s winner of the Bill and Theresa Braxton 
Scholarship. Congratulations, Nick. 

Nick Ruggiero and family 
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Rowing is such a gift! There are lessons to be 
learned everywhere we look, and often we 
forget to appreciate them. When I’m at the 
boathouse or on the water, I’m reminded at 
once why I fell in love with this strange and 
wonderful club. What a legacy we’ve been 
given! Rowing is restorative for all of us. 
This is a thank you to all who’ve contributed 
to the Annual Appeal and the Preservation 
Fund with big and small gifts, generously 
offered.  

The annual appeals are used for ongoing 
maintenance work.  Funds from 2013’s 
annual appeal helped complete much-needed 
dock repairs. 
The preservation funds are used to preserve 
the boathouse for the future. Our present 
culture of giving will make a difference for the 
women who follow in our footsteps. In the 
coming years, they will have a beautiful and 
secure place to row, thanks to your 
generosity. 
We are fortunate to be watching the fast rate 
of change outside of our walls – and within. 
Very soon we will all be seeing the changes 
that are planned for the club. The dreams and 
plans are coming to be a reality. Ready, all? 
We are all knit together in purpose. After all 
the years of planning, the board, the building 
committee and the preservation committee – 
along with all past and present PGRC 
members – will be keeping keen eyes on the 
start and completion of the preservation 
project. 
From my heart to yours, 
Sophie Socha 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

Jeff Waldin rowed for four years at 
Moorestown High School. During his 
interview, Jeff immediately became a winner 
in my eyes when he called his mom a “super-
hero” who taught him to “truly believe in 
what you want to do.” Jeff gave up any 
semblance of a social life to help take care of 
his grand-mother, who just recently passed 
away. His community service has not 
followed what we traditionally think of, 
instead, his commitment to putting family 
first is very impressive, especially considering 
his age. From Jeff’s scholarship essay, the 
wording of this caught my eye, “From that 
moment on I graciously gained experience 
from my older peers in the lightweight eight 
and walked away from my freshman season a 
changed person.” Graciously gained 
experience…what a great way to gain 
anything! Jeff will attend and row with 
LaSalle University this fall. Jeff is this year’s 
recipient of the Bill Braxton Memorial 
Scholarship. Congratulations, Jeff. 
 
 
 

Jeff Waldin and his mother 

From the President Braxton Scholars (cont.) 
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PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor 

Banner image from The Library Company of Philadelphia  

Photos by:  
Sabina Pierce   Joel Yudin 

PGRC Vice-President Parthenia Izzard presents the 
Ruth Robinhold award to Conestoga High School’s 
Junior Quad at the Stotesbury Regatta 

Race Results 
Schuylkill Navy Regatta 
WM 1x  
  2nd PGRC (A.Northrup) 
WM 1x  
  PGRC (M.Storck) 
WM 2x  
  PGRC (L.Smithers, K.Crowley) 
WM 2x  
  PGRC (H.Hollis, K.Mullin) 
WM 2x  
  PGRC (C.Lefton, M.Mendez) 
WM 2x  
  PGRC (A.O’Keefe, T.Bolton) 

Independence Day Regatta 
WM 1x D-H   
  1st PGRC (A.Northrup) 
W Lwt. 1x Open 
  PGRC (A.James) 
WM 2x  
  PGRC (A.Pollini, A.James) 

Quaker City Regatta 
WM 1x D-H  (Flight 3) 
  1st  PGRC (A. Northrup) 
WM 2x A-C  (Flight 4)  
  4th PGRC (M.Mendez, L.Malinowski) 
WM 2x A-C (Flight 2)  
  2nd PGRC (A.James, K.Crowley) 
WM 2x D-H  
  5th PGRC (A.O’Keefe, E.Funk) 
Mixed M2x D-H (Flight 2) 
  1st PGRC/Malta (T.Trocky, T. Savard) 

Historic Factoid 

Forget Waldo. Where’s PGRC? 
This 1915 photo of Boathouse 
Row shows no sign of our club. 
Don’t let PGRC fall off the 
map. Give today! 

(Photo courtesy of Philly Photos  
and Videos) 


