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Contact us via our website 
Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  

≈ 
Like us on Facebook 

Philadelphia Girls Rowing Club 
 
 

 
Next Members’ Meeting 

June 5, 2014 
8:00 PM at PGRC  

 
 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing 
Club 

#14 Boathouse Row 
Kelly Drive 

Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

PGRC’s Preservation Campaign Has a Firm Foundation 

PGRC proudly owns and maintains the 
oldest permanent structure on Philadelphia’s 
iconic Boathouse Row. Built in 1861, this 
unique facility has been the only rowing 
home to PGRC. For over 75 years, our 
Boathouse has provided a historic and 
important entryway for women to row on 
the Schuylkill River.  

There was a lot of due diligence to 
attend to before actively beginning 
the Preservation Campaign to save 
our 150 year old building. In 2010, 
the Board floated a bond to fund 
the necessary first stages to begin to 
address our building’s preservation. 
First, the club conducted a 
feasibility study to assess the 
success of a fundraising campaign. 
Second, the club hired architects, 
engineers, and soil scientists to 
determine exactly what is needed 
and to prioritize the work. These 
structural studies have made it clear 
that we must first stabilize the 
building's foundation.  
After paying for these professional 
studies, we have more than 
$107,000 on hand and more than 

$75,000 in outstanding pledges. 
Raising these funds is an impressive 
accomplishment on the part of our 
members!  
The PGRC Preservation Campaign’s 
first phase will cost $300,000, and we 
hope to complete this phase during 
the winter of 2014-15.  Additional 
funds will be necessary to complete 
the second and third phases. In 
Phase Two, we will repair the 
building’s exterior, including new 
windows and pointing. In Phase 
Three, we will renovate the interior 
of the boathouse, including the floors 
and walls.  
A fellow PGRC rower will be calling 
each member soon to talk about your 
contribution, and she will be able to 
answer your questions in greater 
detail. Please consider how much the 
boathouse has meant to you, and 
respond generously. We are all 
responsible to the next generation of 
women rowers. Let’s keep our house 
standing strong and proud so that 
they will have the same access to the 
river. 
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Seniors Lisa Borodyansky, Gigi Geary, Erika Gibb, Rachel Hansen, Emma Howard,  
Elizabeth McNamee, Amy Miles, Elizabeth Miller, Caroline Scarlato, Lydia Whitehead,  
and Catherine Wulff took a break from the Stotesbury Regatta and joined  PGRC members for  
a gathering to recognize their accomplishments as oarswomen. Each rower told the group 
about future plans and shared memorable tales from their years on crew. All of them have 
been rowing since freshman year. Best of luck to you all! Come back anytime! 

Extraordinary Gifts 

PGRC and Philadelphia Stories, a local publishing house, teamed up to throw a party on a 
warm March 8th. The event celebrated the release of “Extraordinary Gifts,” a book featuring 
art and writing inspired by the achievements of women from the Delaware Valley who have 
changed the world. Women featured in this beautiful book are Marian Anderson, Louisa 
May Alcott, Margaret Mead and our own Ruth Robinhold.  

Philadelphia Stories generously offered a percentage of the proceeds from book sales and the 
door to the Preservation Campaign. Artist and rower Michelle Ciarlo-Hayes created a 
striking print featuring our boathouse, “First for Women,” and offered 50% of her sales to 
the campaign.  

The house was festive and full. The book and the print are now available at 
philadelphiastories.com/store. 

Senior Rowers at The Agnes Irwin School  
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PGRC’s Preservation Campaign welcomed 
three strong women, who together represent 
the history of international women’s 
competition, to Castle Ringstetten. They 
talked about their experiences in advancing 
rowing women’s competition, from 
women’s first participation in the Olympic 
Games to their successes as gold medalists.  

Joanne Iverson always wanted to be an 
Olympian, but women were not yet allowed 
to compete internationally. Joanne set about 
changing that. Along with Tad Nash and Ed 
Lickiss, she started the National Women’s 
Rowing Association. She was a driving 
force behind the addition of women’s 
rowing to the Olympic Games – finally – in 
1976. Joanne was manager for that team. 

Carol Bower made her first Olympic team 
in the boycott year of 1980 and is a member 
of the first U.S. Women’s eight to win 
Olympic gold in 1984. 

Susan Francia is a two-time gold medalist in 
the eight in 2008 and 2012. She is currently 
training for 2016. Susan graciously spent 
time that afternoon inspiring the students 
and athletes at The Agnes Irwin School.   
The event opened with an introduction to 
the Preservation Campaign for the 
Boathouse Row members there who weren’t 
already informed. The Commodore for the 
Schuylkill Navy, Margaret Meigs, added 
context, in that all Boathouse Row is 
committed to preserving its historic  infra-
structure. President Sophie Socha outlined 
PGRC’s proud tradition of providing 
women access to competitive rowing for 
more than 75 years. The Temple Women’s 
Crew assisted the event. Their (ultimately 
successful) bid to keep crew as a Varsity 
program at Temple was a poignant 
reminder that the battle for access continues 
still. 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

From left: Joanne Iverson, Carol Bower, Susan Francia 

Strong Women Row to Win 

And that’s what it’s all about! 

Joanne, Carol and Susan spoke to a packed 
house about the differences and 
commonalities that have evolved and 
survived over the years. Their stories about 
training, qualifying and racing as an elite 
athlete were both hilarious and moving.  
The Preservation Campaign also held a 
silent auction with many generous 
offerings. It was a warm and delightful 
evening for a cold January night. 
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In just three months, between February and 
May, the Schuylkill River can go from this: 

To this: 

... and our historic boathouse absorbs it all. 

Please consider the needs of our precious  
150 year old building when you donate to our 
Preservation Campaign! 

Moods of the River 

Many thanks to the mud muckers who 
came out to help before and on Friday and 
Saturday after the flood: Essie Abrahams-
Goldberg, Blake Adams, Cindy Balzer, 
Michelle Baymor, Frances Cichetti, Tom 
Corcoran, Rosemarie D'Alba, Faith 
Goldstein, Heather Hollis, Maria Mendez, 
Estelle Markel-Joyet, Rosey Nissley, 
Sandi Pierantozzi, Theresa Savard, 
Michele Simmoneau, Sophie Socha, 
Joanne Timmins, Jean Yudin, and The 
Agnes Irwin Varsity crew. Emily Davis 
comes in for special commendation for 
her untiring labor over three days. As 
Captain Blake says, “Thanks to our 
members who know what to do and just 
pitch in.”  


