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PGRC Friends!  
Contact us via our website 

Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  
≈ 

and on Facebook 
 

Next Members’ Meeting 
November 7, 2013 
7:00 PM at PGRC  

Margaret Meigs, Commodore 
of the Schuylkill Navy, speaker 

 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing 
Club 

#14 Boathouse Row 
Kelly Drive 

Philadelphia PA 19130 
 

 

In Honor of the 40th Annual Bill Braxton Regatta  

and the hard work of those who have built its foundation and walls 

By Maria Giangiulio, daughter of Pete and Barbara (Braxton) Giangiulio, granddaughter of 
Bill and Theresa Braxton.   

My grandfather, Mr. Bill Braxton, started 
the regatta as a way to remember his son, 
Billy, and Billy’s dedication to his sport and 
friends. Billy was a beloved rower at Devon 
Prep and, then, Marietta College, Ohio. 
During Billy’s freshman year at Marietta, in 
1972, the Lightweight 8, with Billy sitting 
bow seat, finished second in the Dad Vail 
Regatta. In the words of Tony Coletta, 
Billy’s best friend throughout high school, 
“Bill was visibly disappointed. He wanted 
first, nothing less. He had his eye on the ’73 
season, and eagerly awaited his second 
chance at the Vail Championship.” And that 
next year, with Billy rowing in the seven 
seat, the Lightweight 8 team went 
undefeated during their season and won the 
Dad Vail Championship! Billy had achieved 
his goal through hard work and a strong 
team. But on August 17, 1973, Billy was 
killed in an auto accident. He was only 19 
years old. 

By the next spring, Mr. Braxton had 
approached Tom Rafferty and Vince Bindo 
about creating a regatta to honor Billy’s 

memory and his love of rowing. Founding 
meetings were held at Bill and Theresa 
Braxton’s house. Some founding members 
included Tom Rafferty, Marge Flynn, Mr. 
Braxton, the Braxton siblings and many others. 
Marge remembers young John Braxton (he was 
11 when Billy died) sitting in at meetings with a 
pad of paper and pencil, taking notes. Members 
of Schuylkill Boat Club made calls to out-of-
town teams, telling them about the regatta and 
inviting them to participate. Tom and Rita 
Rafferty, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Neczypor, and 
Marge typed up the programs on two 
typewriters, using scissors and whiteout to get 
the programs right. Steve Jonik drew the 
“exquisite and poignant” cover for the first 
program (and many programs to come). Holly 
Hatton designed the still-used logo and she and 
Marge Flynn spent hours silk-screening the first 
year’s t-shirts (orange with striking green paint). 
Marietta College stayed in touch with the 
Braxtons and was committed to the success of 
the Regatta. Mr. Braxton made signs and 
advertisements for the programs and To Do lists 
to be followed and completed. Barbara Braxton 
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hand wrote invitations to a wine and cheese 
celebration after the regatta. Alison Braxton 
wrote a poem. Braxton neighbors, including 
Mr. Walker, supported financially and 
emotionally. Liz and Mike Bergen and Tom 
Dowd helped line up officials and boats for 
the big day and ran the start and finish line 
towers for many of the regattas. Ruth 
Robinhold (a PGRC founding member!) 
and Tony Coletta handed out medals at the 
finish line (Tony has been at the finish line 
for every regatta but two!). The Braxtons 
helped prepare and distribute sandwiches 
and cut-up oranges for the rowers. They also 
worked to get sponsors and advertisers for 
the programs. From early on in the 
Regatta’s history, PGRC was involved with 
working the finish tower and driving motor 
boats, selling T-shirts and helping to 
distribute lunch. The committee, full of 
family and friends, neighbors, PGRC ladies 
and other rowing community members, 
helped make this first regatta a success. 
Marge Flynn said about Mr. Braxton he was 
“…a kind, gentle man who was willing to 
make this regatta work. He had a large 
family and many friends and resources that 
helped out to get the Regatta off the 
ground.” Everyone was touched by Billy’s 
life and spirit and everyone wanted to help 
create this memorial to his name and sport. 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

The first regatta was on March 23, 1974, just 
seven months after Billy’s death. It happened 
because of the dedicated efforts of so many, 
including many in the rowing community. 
Tom Rafferty’s Schuylkill Boat Club in 
Manayunk sponsored the first few regattas, 
followed by Crescent Boat Club. Then, in 
1983, Mr. Braxton asked Marge Flynn to 
approach PGRC about becoming the home 
club for the Regatta. He knew he wouldn’t be 
around forever, and he wanted to keep the 
Regatta going for years to come. He turned 
to PGRC because the members had been so 
involved already and he believed in their 
club’s message: if girls wanted to row, they 
should row. Your own history aligned with 
my grandfather’s belief of equality for all. It 
was a perfect choice, and he hoped that both 
the regatta and the club would benefit when 
PGRC became the official sponsors of the 
Bill Braxton Memorial Regatta. To this day 
and to my family, the regatta is as much 
about PGRC as it is about Billy and our 
family. 

By the second year, the Philadelphia Inquirer 
described the Bill Braxton Regatta as 
“Philadelphia’s first Rite of Spring,” marking 
the beginning of the spring rowing season. In 
1979, however, it would move to the end of 
the fall season, to share a weekend with The 
Frostbite Regatta. This move helped coaches 
and teams who were travelling to 
Philadelphia to race: two races, one trip! 
Also, the weather was slightly more 
predictable than mid-March and that made it 
easier to run. Still, the Regatta has only been 
cancelled twice because of bad weather. Bill, 
Sr., always said that Billy was looking down 
and watching out for the Regatta. 

In 1976, the regatta achieved its goal of 
providing for the Braxton Memorial 

Braxton History (cont.) 
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Scholarship Fund. Marge Flynn claims the 
Braxton Regatta was the first to fund a 
scholarship. The first recipient was James 
Millar. He later wrote to Bill Braxton: 
“Almost 30 years ago I was honored to be the 
first recipient of the Bill Braxton Memorial 
Scholarship. This meant more to me than you 
will ever know. The scholarship enabled me to 
attend Yale University, and to continue to row in 
college. I was fortunate enough to be part of some 
very successful crews at Yale.... More 
importantly I obtained an outstanding education 
and was exposed to a very broad world. Today I 
am President of the Yale Crew Association and 
on the board of the National Rowing 
Foundation. Rowing has been very good to me.” 

For the first few years, Tom Rafferty ran 
the regatta, followed first by Tom Kealey, 
and then Marge Flynn. With the help of 
PGRC teammates and the Schuylkill Navy 
officials, Marge kept the regatta going 

strong. She remembers many late nights spent 
with her sister, Rosemarie, in Rosemarie’s 
office, using her Word Processor, and later her 
computer, typing up the program and making 
late night runs to Penn’s campus to get 
schedule updates printed out for the next day! 
In 1993, Marge stepped down as the Regatta 
Director and Mae Torres took the reins. They 
had already worked together, so the transition 
was calm and necessary. Since then, Jill 
Roberts, Sue Trigona, Lori Zimmaro and Dori 
Bova have all served as Regatta Directors, ably 
steering the regatta into its fifth decade. 

The Braxton Regatta family has faced its own 
tragedies over time and many things have 
changed over the years, but the Regatta has 
remained essentially the same. Many of the 
original committee members, friends, and 
family are still involved to this day. It still takes 
a hell of a lot of hard work to pull it off every 
year and it has always been quite the event! 

From left: Dr. Tony Coletta, Ed Brennan, Maria Giangiulio (author), Ali Braxton Gervasi, Jennifer 
Braxton, Leighanna Brennan (in front), Cine Braxton, John Braxton, and Mindy Rhodes. Photo A. Levin 
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And it is still held for the rowers’ enjoyment. 
It has always been dedicated to the rowers 
themselves. As Billy did, rowers love their 
sport and what better way to remember a 
beloved son and brother, friend and 
teammate, than by continuing in his name, a 
sporting event for the oarspersons themselves. 

Please know that this is the type of regatta 
and scholarship function that inspires people 
to write, thanking the committee and boat 
house for the gracious welcome and 
reception, for the thoughtful correspondence, 
and for the scholarship itself. One young 
woman wrote to thank Mr. Braxton about his 
concern about her flipping her boat. Another 
competitor wrote to thank Mr. Braxton for 
sending pictures of their boat after their win. 
“I had a serious accident and spent four 
months in Massachusetts General Hospital. 
One day the captain of our crew came to visit 
and brought with him the pictures you had 

PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor 

Banner image from The Library Company of Philadelphia  

Material contributed by:  

Blake Adams    Marie Braxton Giangiulio Andi Levin

sent. Mr. Braxton, if that wasn’t good 
medicine, an inspiration, an incentive to keep 
going, to get well and get out of there 
quick…I don’t know what could be.” The 
first scholarship recipient, James Millar, also 
wrote that his son had raced at the Braxton 
Regatta just before he wrote his letter, and 
that he was hoping to race at the next regatta 
himself. He even contributed to the 
scholarship fund to offer others the aid that he 
had received and so greatly appreciated. 

PGRC, these letters are as much a tribute to 
you as they are to my grandfather. Thank you 
for all you’ve done in Billy’s memory. Your 
incredible dedication to our family is moving 
beyond words and all this, even though you 
didn’t know him! I am proud to say that my 
grandfather was a considered a part of the 
PGRC family. I’m sure he would love 
hearing that and he would laugh his modest 
laugh. He had to have known, though, with 
all the dedication and support PGRC gave the 
Braxton Memorial Regatta and Scholarship 
Fund, that he was a part of the family, just as 
you were his and are ours. May we look 
forward to many more years of successful 
regattas and generations of collaboration! 

As Tony Coletta said in his original 
dedication, “…This regatta stands for the 
selfless dedication of the true oarsman, one 
who held the true spirit of competition as a 
healthy, integral part of life. … Let [each 
oarsman] approach his race with…courage –  
the courage to hold up under the limits of 
pain – the courage to smile afterwards and 
know that he gave everything he had, just as 
Bill had given his all, to his sport, to his life, 
to his living.” 

Race Results 
Quaker City Regatta 
WM 1x A-C  (Flight 1)  
  4th PGRC (A. James) 
WM 1x A-C 1(Flight 2)  
  5th PGRC (E. Abler) 
WM 1x D-H   
  2nd PGRC (A. Northrup) 
  4th PGRC (R. D’Alba) 
King’s Head Regatta 
WM1x  
  3rd PGRC/Bryn Mawr (C. Bower) 
Navy Day Regatta  
WM 1x  
  3rd PGRC/Bryn Mawr (C. Bower) 
  8th PGRC (R. D’Alba) 
WM 2x  
  6th PGRC (L. Finnerty, M. Storck) 
WJunior 4x 

8th PGRC (E. Miller, J. Miller, C. Scarlato, A.     
Miles) 
16th PGRC (S. Jaskot, S. Ballarini, T. Siegal, A. 
Jagasia) 
18th PGRC (M. Gleeson, I. Porter, E. Cook, E.  
Gibb) 


