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PGRC Friends  
Contact us via our website 

Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  
≈ 

Like our Facebook page 

Next Membersʼ Meeting  
February 7, 2013 
7:00 PM at PGRC  

 

Philadelphia Girlsʼ Rowing 
Club 

#14 Boathouse Row 
Kelly Drive 

Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

Ruth Adams Robinhold 1913 - 2012 

PGRC sadly lost its last founding member 
when Ruth Robinhold died from 
pneumonia on December 13, 2012, just 
two months short of her one hundredth 
birthday. She remained the only 
continuously active founding member and 
rowed well into her 80’s.  Ruth’s lifelong 

philosophy was to laugh, love, work, eat 
moderately, enjoy the outdoors, and keep a 
happy demeanor. She loved a martini and 
credited her longevity to drinking one daily. 
PGRC members happily recite her advice 
from her 95th birthday party: “Live 
passionately; drink responsibly.” 
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 “Ruth was up in years, but she was not 
old,” said Sophie Socha. “She was 
passionate about introducing women to the 
sport of rowing.” Ruth learned to row at a 
time when it was thought that women could 
not row competitively. She and her fellow 
rowers proudly proved these naysayers 
wrong.   

 “Ruth had a marvelous life, active and 
vibrant; she lived life to the fullest” said 
Ernie Bayer, daughter of Ernestine Bayer, 
rowing champion and co-founder of PGRC.  
“Her involvement with the Girls’ Club and 
her friendships with women rowers of all 
ages kept her young.” Ruth encouraged 
many members to excel, donating awards 
for the most mileage on the river, being the 
first PGRC member to cross the line at the 
annual Thanksgiving Day Cross Country 
Run, and an annual Single Sculler Award. 
She regularly gave small gifts to recognize 
especially hard working members.  

Already a skilled gardener, Ruth completed 
the horticulture program at The Barnes 
Foundation. She was a frequent winner at 
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the American Rhododendron Society. She 
was also a member of the Outdoor 
Gardeners of Montgomery County and the 
Morris Arboretum. 

During the World War II years, Ruth 
volunteered for the Eighth Air Force.  She 
was a shift supervisor for Interceptor 
Command, a secret volunteer work effort for 
homeland security that tracked aircraft 
traffic.  The volunteers took plane spotters’ 
phones calls, then plotted the plane’s 
progress on a map of the United States, using 
tiny model planes to represent the type of 
aircraft spotted. Ruth was employed at the 
John B. Stetson Hat Company, rising 
through the ranks to cost accountant. She 
then worked at the First Pennsylvania Bank 
as a manager of mortgage insurance. She was 
a member of the Philadelphia Mortgage 
Bankers Association. 

Ruth was married to William Henry 
(Robbie) Robinhold, 75-year member and 17-
year president of the Undine Barge Club, for 
63 years. Four years after Robbie’s death, 
Ruth married Richard Lewis Henderson. 
Since Ruth requested women for pall bearers, 
Liz Bergen, Nancy Bocchino, Dori Bova, 
Marge Flynn, Rose Flynn, Liesel Hud, Ann 
Northrup, Diana Post  and Pam Woodington 
were honored to carry Ruth to her gravesite 
next to Robbie. The Schuylkill Navy will be 
honoring Ruth during its progressive dinner 
Feb 23rd, and PGRC plans a 75th anniversary 
party and memorial to Ruth in May 2013. 

Ruth’s favorite tree, a red oak, grows just 
upstream of the boathouse. A plaque on the 
windowsill reads, “PGRC members planted 
this oak in 1990 to honor Ruth Robinhold, 
from whose acorn of an idea PGRC has 
grown to shelter us all.” 

Ruth Robinhold (cont.) 
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Ann Butchart and Jane Patullo (above) joined 
PGRC at the same time, in 1996. It didn’t 
take them long to start hosting the after party, 
and they have been pleasing tired referees and 
regatta workers for more than 12 years with 
lasagna and other excellent fare. Ann credits 
their respective partners, Marian Luongo and 
Chris Smyth, for their invaluable assistance. 
Each year they ask for a break from the event, 
then pitch in to help. PGRC members always 
help out with food donations, serving and 
clean up. Sometimes the Juniors provide 
desserts. “That is fun,” says Ann. 

“Food is the greatest organizing principle,” 
says Ann. “Put out good food and people will 
happily linger. It’s the perfect time to host a 
party. People have finished a long weekend’s 
work. You can just feel them exhale relief and 
inhale the food.”  

Happy Birthday, Ruth! 

Remember the first Women’s National 
Championships in 1966? When we won the 
heavy weight eight-oared event? That’s my 
fondest memory of PGRC and it wouldn’t have 
been possible if you and the other founders 
hadn’t established PGRC in ’38! Thank you for 
the foresight and courage you showed in those 
beginning days and your continuing support that 
has benefited us all! 

I remember arriving at Green Lake in Seattle in 
June of ’66. All through the previous year and a 
half we had trained in the heat and in the cold 
(without the benefit of “pogies” I might add) 
and we were ready for the race! But then we got 
out on the lake to practice. It wasn’t the placid 
Schuylkill!  It was choppy! I was bouncing 
around in the bow! Our confidence was shaken. 
How would we adjust to these conditions in two 
short days? Then, an oarsman from Green Lake 
came to our rescue. I don’t even remember his 
name, but he helped us win the race by calming 
our nerves and giving us a strategy. 

This was the strategy. Halfway down the course, 
when we were neck to neck with the California 
crew, our coxswain yelled, “Bow you’re over-
squared”. That was our cue to take it up for 10 
strokes after the next three strokes. Sure enough, 
we pulled ahead. Of course, the California crew 
picked up the stroke, too, so we kept up the 
pressure to the finish and won – even though 
one of us caught a crab in the last three strokes. 
I’ll never forget the extraordinary effort we put 
forth. I, for one, was not going to let anyone 
beat US! Not after all those long painful hours 
of training. What a memory!! Thank you!! 

Nancy Bocchino 

 

A Birthday Card to Ruth, 2012 The Braxton After Party 

Fall Race Results 
Navy Day 
1st Women’s 2x (43-54): M. Storck, L. Finnerty 
1st Women’s 2x (55+): Comp. A. Northrup, S. 
Sargent  
1st  Mixed 2x (55+):  T. Savard, T. Trocky 

Head of the Schuylkill 
1st Women’s 2x (60+): Comp. A. Northrup, S. 
Sargent  
1st  Mixed 2x (50-59):  T. Savard, T. Trocky 
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Rowers of all ages, representing 46 different 
clubs and schools, traveled from 8 states and 
27 cities to the Cooper River, Camden 
County, NJ for the 39th Annual Braxton 
Regatta on Nov 11.  The weather 
cooperated with mild temperatures and 
sunny skies, and the races went off smoothly 
and on schedule.   

The Braxton committee would like to 
extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who donated their time, talents and energy 
to help make it a successful year, and in 
particular to those who served as leads for 
special committees/functions.  A special 
mention goes to the Braxton family, with 
whom we have had the pleasure and honor 
of working, as they have taken on more and 
more of the planning and operations with 
us. We couldn't have done it without each 
and everyone's contribution, whether it was 
on the day of the race or sometime before or 
after.     

Although we had a smaller turnout (we 
suspect Hurricane Sandy may have played a 
role), the good news is that, since having 
moved to Cooper River in 2011, our 
expenses are also lower, allowing us to still 
comfortably fulfill our primary mission of 
providing scholarships to deserving high 
school scholar-athletes.  The call for 
submissions is currently underway, after 
which the scholarship committee will 
review applications in spring/early summer, 
select two recipients, and make the formal 
presentations in July.  All are invited to 
attend this event.   

This year also saw us catching the social 
media wave, as we revived our twitter 
account and did live tweeting during the 
races. Follow @BraxtonRegatta.  
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Banner image from The Library Company of Philadelphia  
Material contributed by: 
Blake Adams  Nancy Bocchino 
Dori Bova   Dona File  
Andi Levin  Sophie Socha   

The Braxton Regatta 
Report from the Chair 

Thanks to the 2012 Novices! 
It’s the truth that we don’t know what we’ve 
been missing until it arrives. It took only 75 
years for members to recognize the 
importance of a PGRC presence on the 
outside of the boathouse. Simply beautiful.  
 

 Braxton Regatta (cont.) 
Our Facebook presence will be transitioning 
soon to a 'Page', appropriately titled 'Braxton 
Regatta', which will be simpler for people to 
find and Like.  And the Braxton Regatta 
website (www.BraxtonRegatta.org) will also 
be getting a complete makeover in the 
coming month or so.  Stay tuned for its 
official unveiling.    

Moving forward, 2013 is an exciting year 
because it marks a major milestone - the 40th 
Annual Bill Braxton Regatta!  We encourage 
every member of PGRC to get involved in 
some way to make it an extra special regatta.     


