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Former PGRC rowers!  
Contact us via our website 

Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  
or Facebook page 

Next Membersʼ Meeting  
October 4, 2012 

8:00 PM at PGRC  
 

Philadelphia Girlsʼ Rowing 
Club 

#14 Boathouse Row 
Kelly Drive 

Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

150th Anniversary Celebration Raises Money  
to Preserve Our Grand Dame 

We are happy to report the numbers from our 
150th Anniversary event on June 2.  There 
were over 160 people in attendance, and we 
grossed $17,762 and spent $9,377. We 
cleared $8,385.   

“Proceeds from the event will go to the 
PGRC Preservation Project to fix our grand 
dame,” says President Sophie Socha.    

Thank you again to all members who 
purchased tickets to the fundraiser and 
volunteered their time and talents.  We also 
want to thank again those members who 
made additional donations to help us keep 
our costs down.   

Jean Yudin contributed toward the port-o-
pots 
Louise DiGiacomo donated the banner  
Barbara Rosasco, water bottles 
Suzy Dorrance, decorations 
Laurie Wallace, writing and editing for 
website 
Wendy Epstein for email blast and table 
Marge McMonagle for printing 

Davy Harwi for rugs in shower room 
Ali Ellinger (Joanne Timmins’ daughter) for 
signage for Robinhold room 
Diana Post for the Pitch Meter 
Kathleen Mullin for desserts from Ready, 
Willing and Able and publicity 
Ann O’Keefe for photographs from the Skating 
Society 
Michele Baymor for arranging the electronic 
signup with Ronin and the photography 
Essie Abrams for the video 
Pam Woodington for the sound system 
Andy Levin for framing and rehanging the 
photos in the Robinhold room, hauling beer and 
wine, arranging for additional parking, and 
overseeing logo art 
Emily Davis for coordinating the mailing 
Joanne Montowski for the database work 
Jacquie Himes for coordinating RSVPs 
Helen File for accounting 

PGRC, that is to say YOU, is grateful for your, 
that is to say our, continued and generous 
support. 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Spring 2012 

2 

Following our public event celebrating the 
150th anniversary of #14 Boathouse Row, 
PGRC is conducting what is known in 
fundraising as the “quiet phase” of our 
Preservation Project.  We will be meeting first 
with members who have indicated they want 
to participate in the campaign until we raise 
more than 50% of our goal.   
The Preservation Project Committee will also 
continue to apply to foundations for grants, 
however, we know from our research there is 
very little grant money for historic 
preservation or for private clubs.   Our 
building is our greatest asset.  We are truly 
fortunate to own one of only 12 boathouses on 
iconic Boathouse Row and the first permanent 
structure on the Row.  We are also the first 
and only competitive women’s sculling club in 
America.  Now, that is something to both 
celebrate and uphold!  

PGRC Pitch Meter 

As we carry out our plans to raise $600,000 for 
Phase I: Structural Stabilization and 
Reconstruction (of the piers and deck), we will 
be turning to you, our members, for your 
support.   You are the club’s greatest advocates.  
Over the next year, we will be meeting with 
members individually and in groups to provide 
more information about the goals of the 
Preservation Project and to ask for your 
involvement and support.  Be on the lookout 
for more information about how to be involved 
in preserving our “grand dame” for today’s 
rowers and for future generations.   In the 
meantime, if you are interested in learning 
more now or in serving on one of the 
committees, please contact either Sophie Socha 
(ssocha@rockhillworks.com) or Wendy 
Epstein (wrepstein@gmail.com).   

Preservation Project Update 

The Agnes Irwin School Marks 20 Years at PGRC 

In 1992, PGRC expanded its commitment 
to foster rowing among younger women 
when members invited The Agnes Irwin 
School to run its crew program out of the 
boathouse. AIS rowers now compete in all 
of the major scholastic regattas on the 
Schuylkill during both the spring and the fall 
season. The school has won 15 medals at 
City Champs and 10 medals at Stotesbury 
since 2003.  

Athletic Director Sheila Pauley says, “The 
Agnes Irwin Crew is grateful for the 
opportunity to be associated with 
PGRC.  The entire team and crew families 
have benefited over the years from being 
able to row out of such a prime location on 
Boathouse Row. Along with this, the girls 
continue to learn life long skills through this 
sport that will benefit them in all areas of 
their lives.” 

The 20th Agnes Irwin School Crew: Class of 2012. 
L-R: Alexandra Magnani, Avery Crits-Cristoph, Allie 
Erixxon, Lauren Wenger, Paige Chandler, Daly 
Johnson, Mary Hahm, Liana Prodorutti on the dock 
of the Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing Club, Spring 2012.   
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PGRC Citation presented by Mayor Michael A. Nutter at the 150th Celebration 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Spring 2012 

4 

 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

Last year marked a big move for the Braxton 
Regatta- literally. For the first time ever, the 
Braxton was not held on the Schuylkill River, 
but instead across the bridge on the Cooper 
River in New Jersey. After much thought and 
discussion, the Braxton Committee made the 
choice to move the regatta, seeking reduced 
costs and simpler operations. Those goals 
were met: the Braxton saved roughly $10,000 
by moving, costs previously incurred because 
of Philadelphia’s requirements. The regatta 
hosted several vendors as well as a DJ, all of 
which would have been would have been 
prohibited by costs if not regulation in 
Philadelphia. We cleared $27,000 after paying 
$5,000 in scholarships and donating $1000 to 
City Rowing.  

This year the Braxton returns to the Cooper 
River. The committee is excited by the 
prospects this location offers. Once again we 
will be hosting a variety of vendors and 
entertainers to create a festive, as well as 
competitive environment. We are looking 
forward to a day full of racing and 
camaraderie, among teams and our PGRC 
women. The Braxton Regatta truly is a club 
effort. Last year we had over fifty volunteers. 
We are hoping that this year’s participation 
will be just a widespread and energetic. Hope 
you will come out to join us Sunday, 
November 11th at the Cooper River! 

 

2011-2013  
Important PGRC Milestones 

Between 2011 – 2013, PGRC will celebrate 
several important milestones:   

The 150th anniversary of our boathouse (1861-
2011) 
The Agnes Irwin School Crew’s 20th 
anniversary at the club (1992-2012) 
Ruth Robinhold’s 100th birthday in February 
2013 and  
PGRC’s upcoming 75th anniversary (1938-
2013).  

Historic Factoid 

Did you know that in 1985 a PGRC 8 opened a 
short video in the Philadelphia Get to Know Us 
Campaign? For months, it was shown before the 
main feature at several movie theaters in town, 
including the Ritz Theaters. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFL7bTn64bU 

 

featuring Alison Weiner, Sue Green, Kay MacDonald, 
Martha Stephens, Susan Leoni, Rose Flynn, Diana 
Post, Maggie Burke and Andi Myers, cox. 

 

PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor 

Material contributed by: 
  Wendy Epstein  Lori Zimmaro    

The Braxton Regatta 
Report from the Chair 

Summer Race Results 
1st Women’s 1x D – H: Savard, Schuylkill Navy 
1st Women’s 1x D – H: Savard Independence Day 
2nd Women’s 1x D – H: Savard Diamond States 
2nd Women’s 4x D – H: Savard at 
       US Masters National Championships 
Quaker City Masters 
1st Women’s 1x D – H: Savard  
3rd Women’s 1x D – H: Rose D’Alba  
3rd Women’s 4x A – C: K. Mullin, A. Coppola, A. 
James, E. Abler 
1st Mixed 2x D – H: T. Trocky and T. Savard 
 


