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In November 2011, members of our Club 
received a letter encouraging donations to 
what is our first Annual Campaign.  Yes! As 
you have already guessed, this contribution 
will be requested yearly from this point on.  

Why? 

We all pay regular dues to the Club. Some 
of us are stretched to meet this obligation, 
while others find the amount more easily 
attainable and are ready to give further 
when the opportunity presents itself.  Our 
supporters, affluent or not, have been 
wonderful to us, but we need to ask for 
supplemental funds. 

Our dues simply do not cover everything 
this club needs.  We have managed to pay 
for a variety of equipment and coaches to 
keep us afloat.  Members have been 
generous in their willingness to donate 
goods and services.  The simple truth, 

Weʼre always remembering 
former PGRC rowers! Contact 
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http://www.philadelphiagirlsrowing 
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Next Membersʼ Meeting 
Thursday, January 5 @ 7 pm 

Dessert & Pirate Polyanna 

however, is that we cannot maintain our 
quality fleet and the programs we offer on the 
money we gather from our dues.  The Board 
works each year to keep the dues as low as 
possible, and the annual budget is lean 
indeed. We need help now and in the future 
for projects that are not covered by 
membership dues. 

As you reflect upon all that you have gained 
from this organization, the relationships, 
memories, skills and laughter, you must 
admit that whatever the dues are, they are a 
bargain for what you have received in return.  
As you consider the rewards PGRC 
membership has given each of us, please 
consider offering back to the club.  

Our program has been built woman by woman, 
just as the house has been built stone by stone.  A 
successful Annual Campaign is built dollar by 
dollar. Whatever you can give is valuable to the 
Club. Please take a minute to contribute today! 

All best wishes for the 
Happiest of Holidays and a 

Joyful New Year 
filled with fast catches  

and flat water! 

 

Annual Campaign 

What is it and why do we need one? 
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As in learning to row, re-constructing a 
building must be sequenced so that the 
foundation supports the building and the 
superstructure supports applied loads above. 
The foundation supports the building and 
everything goes from below ground level up. 
At PGRC, we have special considerations in 
preserving the oldest building on the Row 
because of our proximity to the river and 
our proclivity to flooding.  
Major demolition and construction cannot 
take place without disruption to the facility 
and its mission. The construction will be 
phased so that the majority of disruption 
occurs during the winter months. 
Additionally, some parts of construction 
must occur before others, so that we do not 
have to un-do what we have already done.  
Before any construction can take place, 
some areas must be demolished to make 
room for the new construction. Many of 
you know that the back piers separating the 
boatbay doors have been moving for some 
time. Though movement is natural in a 
building, when a building starts to crack or 
separate, structural issues are the culprit. 
The boatbay piers are cracking about 1/3 up 
from the bottom of each pier. An angle iron 
and steel rod were affixed to the pier and 
into the main boatbay wall in the 1900’s as a 
temporary fix to this situation. Our 
engineers Keast and Hood discovered that 
the rotation and cracking have continued, 
along with severe rotting of the floor joists 
supporting the deck above. New 
foundations are required to support 
structurally sound piers.  
Our most precious commodity is space. We 
plan to move the piers out towards the river 
approximately six feet, giving us more space 
in the boatbays and a larger deck above. 
Storage space is critical to our continued 
efficiency, and we have the opportunity to 

add space at a minimal cost, because all of the 
other work must be done anyhow.  
During the demolition process, we will 
temporarily lose our deck and part of our 
apron. Because it is exponentially cheaper to 
have similar work done simultaneously, 
demolition of the piers, the inside boatbay slab, 
interior racks and the interior stairs (which 
must be demolished temporarily for the 
structural stabilization slab) will be done 
simultaneously. The boatbay doors will be 
removed and temporary doors put in place for 
security purposes. Simultaneously, the North 
East quadrant of the first floor (the bar area) 
will be removed and replaced to mitigate the 
extreme sloping. New joists will be attached or 
‘sistered’ to existing sloping joists to level the 
floor and provide secure bearing. Other sloping 
issues can be remediated slightly during the 
structural jacking process. 
A ‘mat’ (thick reinforced concrete) slab will be 
erected in the interior boat bays,  necessary due 
to the poor quality of bearing soils. During the 
excavation and construction of the slab, the 
interior stairs must be removed as the 
excavation will temporarily lower the boatbay 
floor by three feet for the gravel bed and deeper 
concrete slab. The new slab will be locked into 
the exterior stone walls to provide an integral 
structure. It is because of the necessity to 
temporarily remove the interior stairs the 

Update from the Building Committee 

PGRC Pitch Meter 
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building process and must be done before 
any other work is conducted. Our hope is 
that our building will last well into the 
future with the work that we are currently 
undertaking. 
As you can see in the illustration, the floor 
will be poured first, and locked into the 
existing stone walls. Areas around the 
existing load bearing columns will be 
blocked out and the floors re-supported 
above while the new footings and columns 
are put into place, in a two-step process. 
The Capital Campaign Committee is 
confident that the money can be raised by 
September of 2012, so that construction can 
take place between the Braxton Regatta in 
November and the beginning of the Agnes 
Irwin season in the spring of 2013. 
 

Building Committee (cont.) 
Building Committee has elected to install an 
exterior stair off the deck on the Sedgeley 
side of the house, with preliminary approval 
from the Historical Commission. Adding 
this stair gives us two means of egress for 
greater safety, and will give us access to the 
boatyard during the excavation and 
subsequent construction of the structural 
slab in the basement. The boatbay floors 
will be graded to drain to a trench and sump 
pump on the Kelly Drive side of the 
boatbays. The reconstructed piers will have 
a reinforced concrete core, with the old 
stone set around them. The Building 
Committee has determined that launches 
and shells will be able to turn around the 
exterior corners of the extended boatbays. 
Structural stabilization of our building is the 
single most important element of the entire 

This year marked a few exciting changes for 
the Braxton Regatta, most notably the move 
to the Cooper River after 37 years on the 
Schuylkill River. This not only saved us 
thousands of dollars in permits and other 
associated fees, but also allowed us to 
expand and develop the regatta in ways not 
feasible in Philadelphia. This year we had 
more vendors than ever; we gave away 
goodies such as Starbucks coffee and tasty 
chocolates; and we invited a DJ to provide 
entertainment. All were great successes! We 
received lots of positive feedback and plan 
to further expand our vending area and 
entertainment for next year. Our popular 
iPad and String Band raffles will be 
repeated. We also learned some lessons. 
Switching from 1500m to 2000m races 
proved to be more complicated than 
expected, and next year we will once again 
return to 1500m floating starts.  We were 
also surprised when the Hutchinson Cup 

and Turn and Burn switched their dates to 
conflict with those of the Frostbite and 
Braxton, leaving us short -staffed for referees. 
Those who were present worked tirelessly and 
collaboratively to safely and accurately monitor 
each race. 
It was a long day filled with much fun and 
accomplishment. Despite fewer entries, our net 
revenue will equal or slightly surpass that of 
previous years. As we did not receive eligible 
scholarship applicants this year, PGRC and the 
Braxton Regatta are donating $1,000 to 
Philadelphia City Rowing, an organization that 
strives to provide inner-city youth the 
opportunity to row and compete. 
The Braxton Regatta is a regatta dedicated to 
the love of rowing. The teamwork and 
camaraderie necessary for a winning boat are 
equally necessary for a successful event. It is 
inspiring and invigorating to be a part of this 
effort. Thank you to all of the PGRC members 
and friends who made this regatta possible!  

Braxton Regatta Report 
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Lisa Fittipaldi 
 
I came to PGRC when 
I started to do activities 
that would change my 
life and bring me to a 
healthier place.  One of 
my activities was to run 
along the river.  Not long after, I discovered 
and joined the Girls’ Club.   

There is something that many women have 
benefited from when they were girls, but I 
had not achieved until I joined the girls 
club. The membership helped me identify as 
an athlete, which lead me to be a healthier 
person both physically and emotionally. 
Though this was a great personal growth, I 
realized something else kept me here that 
was more important. 

It is the people of the club.  I have 
discovered that I love the people of the 
Girls’ club.  I have gotten to know so many 
members of diverse personalities and 
backgrounds.  They all share their lives 
whether it is in passing moments in “our” 
space or the things we do together.   

Your Tax Deduction; a Gift to PGRC 

The Board would like to encourage all 
members who subscribed to the bond last 
year – in order to loan PGRC funds to cover 
the costs of important architectural and 
engineering documents – to turn this 
investment into a charitable donation to 
PGRC.  Thanks to all those members who 
have already donated to PGRC this way! 
Please call Janet Christman with your 
questions and your donations. She will 
provide the paperwork for your tax benefit.   

 

Members’ Stories, or  
What the Seat Sees 

Memories from the Website 
 
Lynn (Blocksom) Roulston 
 
As a former member of the club back in the 
seventies, I have so enjoyed viewing the great 
website.  I have the fondest memories of the 
gals and the club.  Sculling was my favorite 
and being in the 8 once in a race was a thrill I 
will never forget.  My teammates would 
probably like to forget my performance.  The 
team was so sweet to present me with a silver 
bowl as a wedding gift 39 yrs ago: "4 Seat".  I 
brought it with me to Texas as I start another 
chapter of my life.  I want to get back into 
rowing on Lake Conroe moments away from 
my home.  I have lived in the desert for 30 
plus years.  My sister Gail Blocksom (Pritz) is 
also a former member of P.G. R.C. and is 
moving here from Hawaii. We want to get 
back onto rowing.  We are looking for used 
equipment that we could use in open water, 
since the lake can get mighty choppy.  Do 
you have any suggestions?  Lynne Brookes 
(Olsen) is still in Philadelphia. We are best 
friends and would love to come down to the 
club the next time I am in town.  I loved 
looking at the photo gallery and the memories 
flooded back.  So thanks for the memories.   

Fall Racing Results 

Philadelphia Children's Foundation Race 
1st place: Lynn Finnerty, Amber Coppola,   
Emily Davis, Erin Abler  
 
Navy Day  
1st place: Lori Zimmaro  
1st place: Ann Northrup  
2nd place: Carol Bower  
1st place: Theresa Savard, Ted Trocky 
 
Head of the Schuylkill  
1st place: Ann Northrup  
1st place: Theresa Savard, Ted Trocky 
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Erin Abler 
Essie Abrahams 
Blake Adams 
Liz Bergen 
Nancy Bocchino 
Bill Bowen 
Carol Bower 
John Braxton  
Cine Braxton  
Ann Butchart 
Tony Colletta 
Janet Christman 
Anita Cipollini 
Amber Coppola 
Rosemarie D’Alba 
Emily Davis 
Louise DiGiacomo 
Suzy Dorrance 
Andrea Duszenczuk 
Dona File 
Alison Braxton Gervasi  
Lyn Finnerty 
Lisa Fittipaldi 
Marge Flynn 

Rose Flynn 
Christine Gambeski 
Leslie Gomez 
Davy Harwi 
Jacquie Himes 
Liesel Hud 
Ashley James 
Jean Morris 
Rosey Nissely  
Miriam O’Neill  
Jane Patullo 
Marilyn Pendleton 
Evelyn Polillo 
Laura Polillo 
Julianne Rametta 
Jill Roberts 
Barbara Rosasco 
Linda Schade 
Sophie Socha 
Marilyn Storck 
Joanne Timmins 
Pam Woodington 
Jean Yudin 
Lori Zimmaro 
 

Braxton Volunteers: Many, many thanks for making this year a success! 

PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor-in-Chief 
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  Essie Abrahams-Goldberg 
  Dona File 
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  Judi Repp 
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