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PGRC’s Board has been actively pursuing 
funding resources to preserve our 
boathouse, so that future women can have 
the benefit of the same privileges and access 
to the river that past and current members 
have enjoyed. Working with Farr Healey 
Consulting, the Board and a newly formed 
Capital Campaign Committee completed a 
philanthropic planning study in July 2010 
that yielded a case statement for the 
restoration of the boathouse and a strategic 
plan for seeking outside funding. For a 
complete picture of the need for restoration, 
see The Philadelphia Girls' Rowing Club: 
An Incremental Historic Structure Report 
by Anna Stillner 
(http://repository,upenn.edu/hp.theses/41)
or click the Clubhouse tab on the PGRC 
website 
(www.philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org). 

The Building Committee is simultaneously 
proceeding with four plans for moving 
forward:  

1) Survey and Site Topographic Plan;  

2) Geotechnical Plan by GAI Consultants;  
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3) Architectural design and documentation by 
Judi Repp and Dori Bova; and  

4) Structural Engineering Plan by Keast and 
Hood.  

To pay for this, the Board has issued bonds 
among our members and families of members 
in increments of $100, to be redeemed over 
the next five years. At this writing bond 
contributions are healthy, and we've almost 
reached our goal. It makes a big difference if 
we can show 100% member 
participation when we submit grant 
proposals, so please participate in the bond if 
you have not already done so. 

In the search for funding, we also submitted a 
grant proposal for $750,000 to Save America's 
Treasures in May 2010, and our new grant 
committee will focus on foundations that are 
a good fit for us. 

Our consultant has suggested an annual 
giving campaign, so we are planning to send 
our first mailing on May 5, 2011, the club's 
anniversary date. This will be the first of an 
annual appeal to our members, to past 
members and our friends.  

Boathouse Preservation Project 

Wishing all our readers a 
very happy holiday season, 

with flat water and fast 
catches in 2011! 
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Braxton Report 

The 37th Bill Braxton Memorial Regatta ran on 
a perfect November day, and the rowers 
responded with great racing throughout. This 
regatta is the last race in the fall, and many are 
not aware that proceeds go not only toward 
PGRC operations, but also towards two 
scholarships for rowing high school students 
headed to college.  

Bill Braxton was an enthusiastic college rower 
before his life ended tragically early, and his 
family has volunteered in the regatta since the 
inception. This year, his sister, Ali Gervasi, was 
one of the helpers. This is what she wrote later: 

What a great day, beautiful weather in the middle of 
November makes the day that much more fun.  I am 
more impressed each year by what the BBMR 
committee manages to do.  You ladies are truly 
amazing.  I thank you all from all of the Braxtons!  I 
was getting sentimental yesterday, it is a tribute to all 
who have been involved and a pleasure to me that 
after 37 years this regatta still exists. 

One of the highlights of the day was while I was 
working the t-shirt booth at Canoe Club, early in the 
day a kid came by with his parents to buy a t-shirt.  I 
asked who he rowed for and when he was rowing, he 
happened to row for Marietta's Varsity LW 8 and he 
said they were excited to row in this regatta because 
Bill went to Marietta.  I decided to tell him that Bill 
was my brother, wow, I felt like a celebrity.  I think he 
was kind of excited too, he wanted to shake my 
hand.  He came back later to get his shirt customized 
and stopped to say that they had won their 
race.  Slowly, we are also getting more of the Braxtons 
participating.  Cine, you may have to rent yourself out 
at "meet a Braxton" festivities. 

Thank you to all; Braxtons, PGRC members, 
family and friends for making this year such a 
success! 

 

PGRC Member Honored 

 

Formerly known as the Woman 
of the Year Award, the Ernestine Bayer Award 
is given in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to women’s rowing and/or to an 
outstanding woman in rowing. This year’s 
recipient is Joanne Wright Iverson, PGRC 
member. The current president of Vesper Boat 
Club and co-founder of the National Women’s 
Rowing Association, Iverson was one of the 
driving forces behind the addition of women’s 
rowing to the Olympic Games, efforts she 
described in her 2009 book, An Obsession With 
Rings. She managed the first U.S. Women’s 
Rowing Team at the world championships in 
Moscow, as well as the first U.S. Olympic 
Women’s Rowing Team in Montreal. Says 
Iverson, "I've been given all of three minutes to 
give a speech, so I'll try to add that I am currently 
still rowing, am President of Vesper, was the first 
coach of women's rowing at the U of P., I am still 
a member of PGRC, was a member of the first US 
Olympic Women's Rowing Committee, and that 
in 2007 I was inducted in to the Collegiate 
Rowing Coaches Association Hall of fame."  
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Because PGRC is part of a historically 
registered landmark, we are subject to a 
rigorous Historical Commission approval 
process. Documentation for the exterior 
portion of the Master Plan will proceed 
during the first three months of 2011. 

The drawings and specifications are 
designed in six ‘packages,’ so that we may 
bid and construct portions of the work as 
money becomes available. We will seek 
pricing for two options: replacement 
insulated WINDOWS and refurbishment of 
existing windows with operable screen and 
storm windows. SITEWORK includes all 
hardscaping and landscaping, including a 
new courtyard on the Kelly Drive side.  The 
EXTERIOR SKIN package will include 
masonry pointing and caulking and new 
fiber cement lap siding and insulation on the 
cupola.  For the ROOFING package, we 
will price a high performance terne-coated 
copper or stainless steel roof as well as a 

membrane roofing system.  We are 
investigating whether or not we are required 
by the Historical Commission to keep the red 
color or perhaps a pleasing weathered grey.  
Due to the poor foundations of the rear 
extension, we will demolish the REAR 
ADDITION and rebuild.  The new 
construction will extend an additional 78” 
beyond the existing façade, giving us much-
needed workspace in the boat bays as well as 
extended outdoor deck space.  We have asked 
the FLOOD CONTROL committee to 
review options and recommend to the 
Building Committee systems for 
documentation.   

Lisa Fittipaldi has graciously agreed to be our 
historical liaison.  She will review historical 
questions and channel them to appropriate 
resources (historian Lily Milroy, among 
others), as required. Documentation will be 
conducted in close association with Keast & 
Hood, Structural Engineers. 

Building Committee Update 

2010 Race Results 

Schuylkill Navy Regatta 
   Mixed Master’s 2x T. Trockey, T. Savard 1st  
   Women’s Masters 1x A. Northrup 1st 
   Womens Masters 2x L. Zimmaro, L. Fittipaldi 2nd 
   Womens Masters 2x M  Storck, L. Finerty 2nd 
 
Catch the Cooper Masters (NJ) 
   Mixed Master’s 2x T. Trockey, T. Savard 1st   
 
Independence Day Regatta 
   Women’s Master’s 1x A. Northrup 1st  
 
Diamond States Regatta 
   Mixed Master’s 2x T. Trockey, T. Savard 1st 
 
Quaker City Regatta 
   Women’s A-C 1x L. Zimmaro 1st  
   Women’s D-H 1x A. Northrup 1st  
   Mixed Masters A-H 2x  T. Trockey, T. Savard 1st 

 
Turn and Burn Regatta 
  4x  L. Zimmaro, L. Finnerty, M. Storck, T. Savard 1st 
 
Hutchinson Cup Regatta 
   Women’s Master’s 1x (E-F) A. Northrup  2nd 
   Mixed Master’s 2x (D-G) T.  Trockey, T. Savard 1st 
 
Masters Nationals Cooper River (New Jersey) 
   Women’s Open F 4x composite: Sargent,  
      Farrell, Karl, and A. Northrup 1st  
   Women’s Open F1x  A. Northrup  1st  
   Women’s Open AA 1x  L. Zimmaro  2nd  
 
Head of the Schuylkill Regatta 
   Women’s Master 2x L. Fittipaldi, L. Zimmaro 1st  
   Veteran’s Women’s 1x A. Northrup 1st  
   Mixed doubles T.  Trockey, T. Savard 2nd  

 


